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Introduction

The purpose of the present study is to show what types of youths the established and the anti-establishment left can reach in Hungary. This includes identifying ways in which to mobilise youths, and also help in designing youth policies. To delineate the profile of left-wing youths, we relied on results from the most detailed youth research project of the past years, the Active Youth in Hungary 2012 Survey (Aktív Fiatalok  Magyarországon 2012, hereinafter referred to as Active Youth 2012), which boasts a 1,700 person representative national database. The two parties of the established left, MSZP (Magyar Szocialista Párt – Hungarian Socialist Party) and DK (Demokratikus Koalíció – Democratic Coalition) were supported by 8% and 5% of students in higher education, respectively. The anti-establishment green party LMP (Lehet Más a Politika – Politics Can Be Different) is significantly more successful in this demographic – its 29% level of support barely lags behind Jobbik (32%) and exceeds support for the governing party Fidesz (24%). In the following chapters we review the differences and similarities between the youth bases of the left-wing parties. 

1. Demographic background of left-wing youth

Following the electoral defeat of 2010, Budapest has unequivocally emerged as the most important bastion of the left. The left lost less ground in the capital than in the other parts of the country, especially East Hungary. The Active Youth 2012 survey shows that 26% of MSZP supporting students in higher education live in Budapest, while a further 36% live in large towns, which emphasises the party’s urban status. 

Both LMP and DK are even more Budapest-centred, with LMP’s strength declining proportionally with the population size of the municipality in question, while DK does all right in small municipalities but lags in large towns outside Budapest. Women constitute the overwhelming majority of MSZP student voters, while young supporters of the smaller left-wing parties and Jobbik are more likely to be male. An indication of lacking social mobility is that there are very few students among the politically interested youths in higher education whose parents merely completed primary school. Socialist youths’ figures are virtually identical to that of the general student population, with a slight majority of students’ parents completing secondary education. LMP sympathisers’ parents are more likely to have completed higher education, and DK students’ parents even more so. 

As for financial independence, MSZP students are most likely to be supported financially by their parents, as only 13% are self-financed, as compared to 20% of LMP and 18% of DK youth. 52% of MSZP supporters are completely dependent on their parents, as compared to 38% for LMP and 34% for DK youths. LMP students are least likely to completely agree with their parents’ political views (only 23%), while for MSZP the figure is 42% and for the DK it is 36%. 

2. Youth and public life: active and passive left-wingers

Politically affiliated youths are naturally active to different degrees. DK youths tend to be the most active (a mere 2% are politically uninterested and 33% are very interested), MSZP’s supporters are the least active on average (17% and 17% on both ends of the scale), while LMP is somewhere in between (11% and 18% either not at all or fully interested). In terms of willingness to vote, the numbers differ somewhat, as LMP’s politically conscious supporters are, on the whole, least likely to be “certain to vote” (58%), presumably reflecting the party’s politically sceptical or apolitical base. Here, too, DK’s small base of support is the most active, and the 84% of its young supporters who would vote vastly outnumber the respective numbers not only for MSZP (66%), but also for Fidesz (70%) and Jobbik (70%). 

It is a commonplace in political analyses that left-wing youths tend to be less interested in politics than their right-wing counterparts, and this manifests itself especially emphatically in terms of the two groups’ respective willingness to demonstrate, collect signatures, etc. As compared to all other parties, MSZP’s supporters lag behind in terms of all activities. Notably, only a quarter ever attended demonstrations, compared to over 40% for all other parties. The gap is especially large in terms of conscious consumer behaviour, with almost 40% of LMP and DK supporters avoiding certain shops or products (e.g. a far-right taxi company or Fidesz-affiliated supermarket chain), but only 11% of MSZP supporters do. While MSZP supporters do not lag behind in terms of using the internet for obtaining news and political information (56% of MSZP supporters read online news daily, compared to 52% of LMP and 74% of DK supporters), but still: with 20%, MSZP also has the highest share of those who do not use the internet as a news resource. Socialist supporters are at the same time the most active television consumers, which implies that for the Socialists televisions remains an inevitable instrument of communication with supporters. Similarly, MSZP supporters are more committed to print media (52% read one at least once a week), which LMP and DK users are less likely to consult (41% and 36%, respectively). 

3. Values held by left-wing youth

The differences that were manifest between supporters of the left-wing parties in other areas also present themselves in terms of their values. Most interestingly, in terms of the crucial values espoused by their respective supporters, MSZP and DK indeed appear to have been two parties already within MSZP prior to the secession of DK politicians. The political differences were not present only at the level of the MPs who left MSZP, but apparently also at the level of supporters who joined the new party. Where the supporters of both groups overlap most is their acceptance of the “left-wing” label, though in Hungary the meaning of that term is mostly amorphous (and strongly identified with anti-Fidesz attitudes), and DK youths tend to be considerably more liberal than their MSZP peers. LMP voters, in contrast, regard themselves as more moderate and only slightly left-leaning. In terms of their self-assessment on the liberalism-conservatism scale, however, DK youths are closer to LMP supporters than to MSZP sympathisers. Differences are especially striking in terms of attitudes to democracy. While 65% of DK and 58% of LMP supporters prize democracy as the best political system imaginable, a mere 39% of MSZP supporting youths shares this view, roughly the ratio of Fidesz’ supporters. Similarly, on the series of questions measuring authoritarian and law and order attitudes and the Roma minority, MSZP supporters generally gave more “conservative” answers than either LMP or DK youths, whose respective scores were much closer to one another. In fact, MSZP’s supporters were often near the average values (including Fidesz and Jobbik supporters), while LMP voters were usually more liberal and DK sympathisers were most liberal. 

Interestingly, all three left-wing parties were more sympathetic to the notion that the role of the state in the economy should be reduced and that people should assume greater responsibility for their own welfare than their right-wing counterparts, but the correlation of liberal views increasing from MSZP over LMP to DK played out here just as it did on previous issues. On the question of how Hungary should relate to ethnic Hungarians across the borders, the opinions of supporters largely mirrored those of their respective parties: LMP was most supportive of cross-border ethnic communities, MSZP less so and DK voters were mostly opposed. The three parties supporters were closest on the issue of gender, on which they all hold moderately liberal views. In terms of the values they hold dear, the differences between respondents from the three parties are smaller, but the emphases still vary. Thus for instance Socialist respondents were most likely to put family security first, while LMP and DK supporters selected liberty most often. MSZP supporters also laid greater stress on material well-being and respect for traditions, while LMP and DK sympathisers evinced greater commitment to the environment and democratic participation. 

MSZP supporters are most likely to come from “average” backgrounds, while LMP and DK youths often hail from privileged backgrounds. Since politics plays a smaller role in their personal lives and relationships, moreover, MSZP youths are also more likely to be influenced on this subject by their families. On the one hand, MSZP benefits from the closer proximity of its young supporters to the average youth in terms of values and political outlook; at the same time it also is in a difficult position due to the lower levels of public engagement of this group. DK’s supporters are the most active politically, while LMP’s young base is marked by an interesting duality: the highly active core around which the party is organised is complemented by a swathe of supporters who are less political and less active than the average. 

Finally, despite their often overlapping opinions, DK and LMP youths diverge significantly in terms of their views on the political elite, the way they view the performance of the established left over the past eight years. For LMP, the rejection of the previous Socialist government and especially the former PM and current DK leader, Ferenc Gyurcsány, is a basic tenet, while for obvious reasons for DK voters the opposite holds true. The key differences described above show that apart from their staunch opposition to Fidesz, there is at this point more that divides the supporters of the three left-wing opposition parties in Parliament than what unites them. 

4. Youth programmes of the parliamentary parties

4.1 Youth programme of Fidesz-KDNP

The election manifesto of the governing party devoted a mere 1.5 pages to youth policy issues, emphasising sports and housing, though it failed to provide details on the latter. The document stresses sports both because of its benefits in terms of physical and mental well-being, as well as due to its role in community-building. The manifesto also noted its educational creed, namely that students should be educated with a holistic perspective, seeking to impart values and a healthy lifestyle, in addition to standard education. Moreover, vocational education ought to play a greater role. Youths also appear in the programme outside the dedicated subchapter, particularly in the context of job creation, where the future governing party declared its commitment that the government should support start-ups in the creative sector that would offer jobs to educated youths with foreign-language skills. Since the elections Fidesz has introduced the For the Future of the New Generation Programme, which is aimed at age group 14-35 and was designed with input from youths. It addresses four larger areas: citizenship, housing and family, career, and leisure and sports. The programme is fairly vague on specific policies, but it does contain broad policy goals, such as housing subsidies for young people, facilitating women’s return into the labour market, integrating environmental knowledge into curricula, strengthening appreciation in Hungary of cross-border Hungarian communities and vice versa, etc. At a more specific level, the programme requests safer entry systems to places of entertainment popular with youth and a unified price reduction scheme for youth, including reduced rates of entry fees to various institutions, which we have also endorsed above. 

4.2 MSZP  
Sports and youth policy received a dedicated chapter in MSZP’s 2010 manifesto. First, it summarised the most important achievements of 8 years in government, including the so-called Start Card (which gives employers that hire young job seekers employers the possibility to reduce social contributions for new employees), the expansion of nursing home places, as well as the National Talent Programme. The manifesto views a healthy lifestyle and access to sports as cardinal, seeking to support widely available sports events. It wishes to encourage social mobility, for instance by introducing scholarships for attending vocational schools teaching professions in which there is a scarcity of labour supply. It would further help gifted youths from underprivileged families to finish their education with the help of mentors. MSZP would abolish registration fees for the first purchase of used flats by youths, up to a value of 15 million HUF (~53,000 euros). To promote democracy education and civic participation, the former governing party would set up Youth Councils and other public spaces and institutions necessary for fostering access to public life for youth. It would also encourage volunteering by establishing grants for programmes promoting it. MSZP also recommends an expansion of the free lunch programme in schools and the creation of a Parliamentary Commissioner for Children. 

4.3 LMP
LMP’s 2010 election manifesto did not address youth policy in a separate chapter but included its suggestions concerning this area in various other policy chapters. In the context of education LMP emphasises that the segregation of children from underprivileged backgrounds is intolerable and that quality education must be made comprehensively available. To this end, the network of district nurses and institutions of early education must also be comprehensively available to prevent early disadvantages from accumulating. Similarly, kindergartens must be available and performance-based segregation must be banned until 8th grade. Youths must be given the skills to responsibly exercise their democratic prerogatives with corresponding education programmes and student self-government. LMP would provide support for student media and would also seek to establish local school boards with parent and student participation. It would also protect youths from harmful chemicals and marketing aimed at increasing consumerism. The greens would like for children that leave state childcare institutions to receive publicly subsidised housing. LMP also emphasises the need for drug prevention with the help of involved civic organisations, but also argues that the success of such a programme hinges on a comprehensive youth policy that offers youths alternative activities. LMP would also decriminalise cannabis products and treat the consumption of soft drugs as a misdemeanour rather than a criminal offence. 

5. Youth policy recommendations 

5.1 Education, jobs and social safety
For most youths existential problems constitute the greatest concern: the insecurity that surrounds the job search and sustenance. There is no doubt that the best assistance that youths can receive for the labour market is access to quality education regardless of social and financial circumstances. That is why we believe that the reduction in the minimum age of mandatory school attendance was a serious policy mistake. Hence we recommend that the left-wing parties strive to restore the previous age of 18 years. We further propose that learning professions with a shortage of professionals be encouraged with incentives. One instrument of the latter could be more scholarships for vocational training.

Many youths struggle with lack of information and insufficient help in the area of choosing a profession, searching for jobs and planning their careers. This could be helped by establishing a national information and consulting network that addresses such issues. The infrastructure basis for such a network could be based on the new regional municipal scheme being designed right now. Youth advisory services ought to be available at least in the seat of each riding. 


Motivating employers to hire youths is essential. That is we endorse the position espoused by several parties, namely that employers be encouraged to employ new young workers with reductions in employers’ social co-payments and the expansion of so-called Start Card benefits. In terms of successfully navigating the labour market, it is also important to encourage entrepreneurial outlook among youths, as well as to spread the necessary knowledge. It is therefore important to consider how the minimum level of knowledge needed to start a business could be integrated into the curriculum of Hungarian secondary schools. 


It is also crucial that those who cannot find jobs or have lost their place of employment do not immediately become engulfed in an existential financial crisis and are not compelled to quickly accept jobs that offer work substantially below their level of skills. That is why we recommend bolstering the social safety net for youths actively searching for jobs by extending the duration of job search benefits from what is currently the lowest level in Europe, 3 months, to 6-9 months, on par with the European average. Furthermore, the circle of those entitled to this temporary benefit scheme must be widened; we would therefore relax the requirements for entitlement to job search benefits. 

5.2. Access to housing and starting a family
Apart from finding work and securing their livelihoods, the greatest challenge for youths may well be the attainment of requisite conditions for housing and for starting a family. Policy makers can help in two ways to facilitate the access of youths to a home of their own: first, by increasing the supply of affordable sublets and second by improving the conditions for buying homes. 

In terms of increasing supply, we support the idea of increasing national government and municipal investments into the tenement housing sector, which would be aimed at the younger generation by selecting the target population based on age and social circumstances. Buying their own housing can only become a reality for many if credit conditions are much more favourable than those available for the general public. In this regard, therefore, the state should consider promoting inexpensive housing loans for youths.  

Another important hurdle that young people wishing to purchase their own home face are the required fees, which are high in international comparison. Even the purchase of an average apartment will result in fees worth several hundreds of thousands of forints. Hence we propose that for those under 35, the fee exemption pertaining to the first flat should be expanded to include used flats. All this can be done in the framework of a temporary, 2-year programme that would also serve to stimulate the stagnant housing market during the recession.  

In addition to housing, labour market mobility is also of crucial importance in terms of the decision to start a family. That is why we believe it is important to promote measures that seek to help mothers with young children return into the labour market, and to promote atypical forms of employment, as well as to expand the availability of nursing home and kindergarten facilities. 

5.3. Increasing participation in public life 

An observation supported by all public opinion surveys is that the younger generations tend to be less active in public life and less interested in public affairs. This problem could be exacerbated by the soon to be introduced system of voluntary voter registration – if young voters fail to register in proportion to their share of the population, political parties will also tailor fewer of their campaign promises and planned policies towards them, and won’t treat their representation as a priority. That is why we deem it crucial to include in the school curricula basic civics education seeking to explain how democracy works. 

We also support the idea that the state should help make information about public affairs more readily available for students in secondary education, for instance by letting all classes select two broadsheets to subscribe to. 

We also think that it is important to make student volunteering better known and more widely accepted (and expected). This will promote participation in public affairs and will also strengthen civil society. Volunteering will provide students with real practical experiences, and the experiences gained therein may prove useful even in the process of searching for jobs, for example, not to mention the beneficial impact of such public engagement on solidarity, community building and the students’ sense of responsibility. 

5.4 Leisure, cultural life 

It is naturally not to the state’s role to decide for youths how they should spend their time. By widening the possibilities available, however, it can help ensure that youths have more and higher quality alternatives at their disposal. One such possible route goes through urban planning: when implementing urban renewal projects, it is important to make sure that there are public spaces (e.g. promenades, squares, parks) whose spatial structures, building style, bars, cafés, etc. attract youths¸ and which can then serve as the centre of community life. 

We also think it is crucial for the state and municipalities to subsidise reduced rates of entry to cultural events for youth (for those events where they can actually influence pricing policies), for example by ensuring that ticket prices for state or municipally owned cultural institutions be significantly cheaper than currently.  

In sports, too, there is room for a greater state role, be it by building athletic facilities that are suitable for mass sports, or by opening up access to competitive sports through support for public campaigns in school. 
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